GUIDANCE AND TRAINING
Active Membership
1. A non-Catholic cannot be an Active member of the Legion of Mary. This statement is confirmed in the Handbook of the Legion of Mary, page 80, Chapter 13: MEMBERSHIP, #1 which says: 
	“The Legion of Mary is open to all Catholics.” 
1. If a pastor of a parish wants a couple to join the Legion of Mary with Active membership, but they are not validly married in the church, they may join as long as they are working on their marriage validation with the priest. The couple may not make their promise until validly married. They have six months to work on this and may be extended only for another 6 months after which the member can become a “special auxiliary”. The person should continue at that point to work with a priest to become a Catholic in good standing. This policy was discussed and confirmed at the July 2023 Arlington Regia Meeting with the guidance of the Arlington Senatus Spiritual Director, Fr. Francis Peffley and its Assistant Spiritual Director, Fr. John Melmer. At that meeting, Fr. Peffley said that as a general rule membership both Active and Auxiliary requires the person to be a Catholic in good standing, but an exception can be made if the priest asks for a person to be a member and is working with the couple. Fr. Peffley said the Legion could have “special auxiliaries” that are on a special roll until they become Catholics in good standing. 

Auxiliary Membership
1. A non-Catholic cannot be an auxiliary member of the Legion of Mary. This statement is confirmed in The Handbook of the Legion of Mary, Chapter 16 Additional Grades of Membership. In this chapter under the section titled: General Considerations Affecting Both Degrees of Auxiliary Membership, page 100, point (h) 
	“A non-Catholic cannot be an auxiliary member. But in the event (which is of occasional 	occurrence) where such a person is willing to recite all the Legion prayers daily, he 	should be supplied with a Tessera and encouraged in his generous program. Special note 	should be taken of his name so as to keep in touch with him. It is certain that Our Blessed 	Lady will be attentive to the needs of that soul.”
2. Praesidia may have auxiliaries on their role who are out of state or out of parish and who reside in a parishes with no Legion presence provided those members can be kept in touch with at least annually to ensure proper care of their membership. Of course, this should be the exception rather than the rule when recruiting such members.

